


The area was familiar to Ed Schieffelin, prospector. The
abandoned Brunckow mine was in this area, and this was one of the
mines he worked in 1877. That same year, Schieffelin made his own
silver strike. He didn’t realize the silver ore he found would be
responsible for the creation of six towns along the banks of the San
Pedro: Contention, Grand Central, Fairbank, Emory City, Charleston
and Millville, and Tombstone, the mining center a few miles east.

Ed Schieffelin shared his find with his brother Al and a mutual
friend, Richard Gird, both of whom were experienced miners. On
Apr. 9, 1878, the Tombstone Mining District was officially recorded
by the three men. They made agreements with John S. Vosburg,
Anson P.K. Safford, and Phillip and George Corbin for financing the
development of the mines they discovered in the area, also for the
construction of the reduction mills that included ten-stamp and fifteen-
stamp mills.

Richard Gird was to direct the construction of the ten-stamp
mill and the Tombstone Mill and Mining Co. whose claims were the
Toughnut, Goodenough, Westside and Defense. The fifteen-stamp
mill was to be operated by the Corbin Mill and Mining Co., which
owned the Lucky Cuss, Owl’s Nest, Owl’s Last Toot, Eastside, and
Tribute, claims. Gird also realized the importance of having good
roads between the mines and mills. To secure financing for this
project, he gave interests in his mines and reduction works to each of
his partners.

Because there was no water at Tombstone to work the
reduction facilities, a new town and mill site was established on the
banks of the San Pedro River some eight miles from the mine
locations. The site for the Corbin Mill and Mining Co. was also chosen
a short distance from the Tombstone Mill. It cost an estimated $20,000
to excavate for the foundations of the mill because solid rock was
discovered just beneath the topsoil. The mill was steam-driven and
had fifteen stamps. Richard Gird made a trip to San Francisco to buy
the reduction equipment needed for both mills from Hincky, Spears
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name of Three-finger Jack Dunlap. The object of this gang was to
rob the express car of the payrolls when it made its usual top to pic
up passengers at Fairbank. '

The plan designed by the leaders of the gang seemed simple
enough, but there was one catch that the gang hadn‘t planned on —
the guard was Jeff Milton. Just who was Jeff Milton? Well, it’s like
this, he was the best guard the railroad had. He was a deadly shot
with his guns.

Milton refused to cooperate with the robbers by handing over
the payroll. In the short volley of fire that followed, Three-finger
Jack was wounded, as was Jeff Milton who suffered a badly shattered
arm.

Milton realized his wound was serious, and that not only was
he losing a great deal of blood, but was in danger of passing out at
any time. So. He opened the opposite door of the railroad car and
gave the key to the lock box a toss. The shots quickly attracted the
attention of the townspeople who came on the run to see what the
shooting as all about.

Forced to abandon their robbery attempt, the Owen brothers,
Bravo and Brown quickly lashed their wounded companion to his
horse and made a hasty exit. The next day, the posse found Jack
some miles from the scene of the robbery where his companions had
left him. Jack lived long enough to confess his crime.

Jeff Milton was rushed to a hospital in San Francisco for
treatment. When he was told that his arm would have to be amputated,
he loudly protested and said that he would kill the man who did it.
His arm was not removed, and finally he was able regain partial use
of it.

Today, Fairbank is a quiet little railroad town with a country
store, a post office and a few houses. (As of 1976.)
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The main theme of this camp was brotherly love, which was
practiced every day. They took nothing in return for their deeds.
Many a prospector owes his second chance to this cult’s practices.

After Donnelly died, the members of the cult remained
together for several years, but when the mine closed, they disbanded
in search of work.

Fairbank

Fairbank is located in Cochise County ten miles west of
Tombstone on Arizona Highway 82. The post office was established
as Fairbank on May 16, 1883, with John Descart appointed as
Postmaster.

The Wells Fargo Station was established in 1885. Long before
the white man had settled this area, this site was an Indian village
called “Santa Cruz.”

The mining camp was given the name in honor of N.D.
Fairbank, a Chicago merchant who organized the Grand Central
Mining Co. of Tombstone. When the town was settled in 1882, it
served as an important railroad supply point and a stage terminal for
mail and express.

The businesses that could be found here were: a team quartz
mill, a Wells Fargo Express Office, a meat market, a grocery store, a
general store, restaurants and saloons.

Perhaps one of the lesser-known events that took place at
Fairbank occurred in February 1900, when the notorious Billy Stiles-
Burt Alvord gang attempted a robbery of the railroad express car
here.

The gang was made up of the Owen brothers, a man by the
name of Brown, Bravo Horn and a particularly bad desperado by the

Cochize County Historical Journal » Fall/Winter 200002007
36

and Hays of the Fulton Foundry. On Jan. 17, 1880, the mills struck
their first blow on Lucky Cuss ore. On Jan 31, the first bullion from
the Corbin Mill and Mining Co. was shipped.

While in San Francisco, Mr. Gird also purchased a complete
sawmill. This was sent by ship around the Cape San Lucas and up
the Gulf of California to Yuma. At Yuma, the cargo was transferred
to wagons and carried to the mill site in the Huachuca Mountains.
The site chosen for the sawmill was 12 miles away from the stamp
mills and seven miles south of the junction of the Babocomari Creek
and San Pedro River. The mill was constructed and operated by John |
McCloskey and William K. Gird [Richard Gird’s brother]. It was
first estimated that 10,000 feet of lumber a day could be realized, but
in reality, only 6,000 to 8,000 feet could be shipped, and then only at
great expense.

The Corbin Mill and Mining Co. was established on the
opposite side of the San Pedro River from the Tombstone Mill and
Mining Co. On May 26, 1879, a post office was opened for this little
community called Millville. A year later, the post office was closed
and the Charleston Post Office handled all postal services.

On Oct. 28, 1878, Amos W. Stowe filled a claim for 160
acres for the purpose of agriculture and grazing. By Feb.1, 1879, he
hired A.J. Mitchell, civil engineer, surveyor and assayer of the
Tombstone mining District, to survey a new town site on this claim
to be called Charleston.

The San Pedro River separated the towns, and supplied water
for domestic use and for the Millville works. The river was normally
easy to cross, but during the months of July and August it could
flood without warning and crossing would be dangerous. After several
townspeople and their animals had been swept away, and after cross-
river communications had been cut off, residents requested a bridge
be built between the two communities. In November 1881, the 160-
foot bridge was completed, located directly across from the
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Tombstone Mill and Mining Co. office.

Many changes were taking place along the San Pedro during
the six months from December 1878 to May 1879. From the uncleared
mesquite jungles grew new communities. People flocked into the
area until a population of three to four hundred was realized.
Charleston contained approximately 40 buildings, with adobe
structures replacing canvas shanties. Twenty-six blocks with 16 lots
to the block had been surveyed. Streets running north to south were
80 feet wide, while the east to west blocks were 50 feet wide. Lots
were leased for a three-year period to anyone who wanted to live
there. There was no charge for the lease, but many people with leases
sold their rights on speculation to latecomers.

With the mills in operation, Ed Schieffelin and Judge Bidwell
arrived in Tucson on June 16, 1879 with a shipment of eight bars of
bullion valued at 18,744.50. The bullion was consigned to a Governor
Safford of Philadelphia, Pa.

Early businesses were established, and all the necessary
entities to forma booming camp accumulated fast: the U.S. Deputy
Collector of Customs was stationed at Charleston, the U.S. Army
made Charleston its headquarters for the telegraph and ha couriers to
Camp Huachuca, 15 miles away. The post office had been established
in April of 1879, but by August complaints against the postmaster
were lodged.

The August 29, 1879 Arizona Citizen published these
complaints:

“Several complaints have been made concerning careless
delivery of mails at the Charleston Post Office. We understand that
the Post Master is very intemperate and the business of the office is
conducted in a very reprehensible manner. This should not be tolerated
by the people there. . . .Appoint a sober man who will conduct your
business carefully and promptly, and both you and we will feel better.”
Albert T. Gottrell was subsequently appointed and held the job for
four years.
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Sunnyside

Sunnyside is located in Cochise County approximately 15
miles southwest of Fort Huachuca. The post office was established
at Sunnyside on July 16, 1914, and discontinued on March 15, 1934,

The Copper Glance Mine, located high in the .Huachuca
Mountains, once supported what was Arizona’s most unusual mining
camp. Instead of the rowdy, rough-and-tough mining camp, this was
a community devoted to hymn singing, Bible reading and brotherly
love.

The founder was Samuel Donnelly and one story has it that
before receiving his calling, he was a patron of the San Francisco
waterfront bars.

After receiving his calling, he came to Tombstone in 1887,
relocated the Copper Glance Mine, and became the preacher and
leader of the cult known as Donnellites. This cult was not affiliated
with any denomination nor did they advocate any theological dogmas.
The word of the Bible served a both a guide and as inspiration.

Members of this cult lived as one large family, the men worked
the mine and pooled together all the funds taken in and this was used
for the entire community. Each family lived in their own cabin, but
took their meals in the community kitchen that was operated by the
women of the camp. All provisions and supplies ha to be packed in
over the mountains from either Tombstone or Fairbank.

To assure the success of this camp, everyone contributed his
or her talents and/or skills for the betterment of the camp. At the end
of the day when the work was done, all the members of the cult
would congregate to listen to “Brother” Donnelly speak or else join
in singing hymns.
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mine was named “Contention.” During the latter part of 1879, the
town site was surveyed and laid out for approximately one-half mile
beside the east bank of the San Pedro.

Some former San Francisco Vigilantes who tolerated no
foolishness founded this community. Soon this camp became a
bustling community of over one thousand sober, God-fearing and
industrious citizens that included ten American ladies who arrived
with their husbands.

Businesses found in Contention City included a saloon that
was owned and operated by John McDermott, the Western Hotel, a
mercantile house, a blacksmith shop, a dairy, a meat market and a
Chinese laundry. The Kinnear Stage Line and the Ohnesorgen and
Walker Stage Line served this thriving community by providing daily
passenger service from Tucson and Tombstone.

There is no indication in either fact or fiction as to whether or
not Contention City was ever a wild and/or tough town. About the
only indication of any serious trouble came after a local altercation
was settled by Mayor Clifton, who donned his authoritative judicial
robes and held court in John McDermott’s saloon.

When the mill and mine closed, Contention City became a
trading center for ranchers and farmers who lived nearby. Because
they felt secure in their holdings, the farmers invested heavily in
irrigation systems.

When Congress validated the Babocomari Grant at the turn
of the century, the town site became the property of the Boquillas
Land and Cattle Co. The townsmen fought for their property rights,
as did the farmers, but lost their appeal to the Supreme Court and
were dispossessed without receiving anything for their investment.
The town was then completely abandoned.
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In January 1880, the Ohnesorgen and Walker Stage Line
extended service from Tombstone to Charleston with the addition of
an elegant four-horse Concord Coach. The stage line would pick up
the bars of bullion from the Tombstone and Corbin mills and take
them to the Wells Fargo office in Tucson to be forwarded to
Philadelphia. They also received a contract in February 1880, to carry
the mail to Tombstone with tri-weekly service to Huachuca via
Tombstone and Charleston.

The Stilwell and Dremen Stage Line was established in
January 1880. They formed a route from Charleston to Patagonia
that ran every other day at a cost of $4 one-way, or $7 round-trip.

By August 1880, the Ingram & Co. Stage Line traveled via
McGreary’s ranch on the Babocomari Creek to Charleston and
Tombstone on a tri-weekly basis on the off days of the Ohnesorgen
and Walker Line.

A veteran freighter, C. “Ham” Light, owner of the Arizona
Transportation Co. had the contract for hauling ore from the mines
to the mills. His wagons were pulled by sixteen-mule teams, each
team drawing about twelve and a half tons at a cost of approximately
$3 per ton.

By March 1880, the Southern Pacific Railroad had been
completed to Tucson. The people of Tombstone wanted railway
service via a branch line by which to get the rich ore to the market
quicker. The SP did not complete their plans for a branch line for
several years. Consequently, all passengers had to leave the train at
Fairbank and complete their journey by stagecoach.

Neither Charleston nor Millville had a bank or newspaper.

The Charleston schoolhouse was a small, unpainted frame
structure covered with morning glories and surrounded by mesquite
trees. The school was located one-eighth of a mile west of the center
of town. Inside, the pupils sat four to a bench. Each pupil had his
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own homemade desk with the smaller pupils sitting in the front seats.

Judge J.S. Wood, Superintendent of Public Instruction,
appointed Selwyn W. Wood, Walter B. Scott and Jack Swart as
trustees to the Charleston School District, No. 10. The first recorded
teacher at Charleston was H.E. Witherspoon. Miss Ella Foy was the
next teacher at the school. She received her territorial certificate in
February 1886, from the Honorable B.L. Peel, County Superintendent
of Public Schools.

Little mention is made of any church services being conducted
in either community, though the Tombstone Epitaph mentions an
itinerant preacher going to Charleston to hold services on Sunday,
returning to Tombstone on Monday.

After the initial population and building boom, the
communities settled down with a frontier town’s requisite murders
and shootings. One such incident happened in 1882, in the affair of
the Tombstone Mill and Mining Co. Mr. MR, Peel, a mining engineer,
was sitting in the office talking with three friends, when suddenly
the door was flung open and two gunmen fired at Peel. He slumped
over dead. No attempt was made to harm Peel’s companions or to
rob the office. The assassins’ deed was accomplished and they fled
into the night. Because no motive could be found for this cold-blooded
murder, it was recorded in the books as an attempted robbery.

Many colorful characters roamed the streets of the two mining
towns. One such person was Justice Jim Burnett who ruled the wild
river camp during the early 80s. His salary was a fixed percentage of
the revenues received from fines. During his term in office, he filed
only one quarterly report to the Board of Supervisors at Tombstone.
It included a demand for $380 from the county due him from unpaid
fees. When notified that the board had cut the amount, he replied,
“Hereafter, the justice court of Charleston precinct will look after
itself.” Only once did the county attempt to audit his books. He greeted
the men an said, “This I a self-sustaining office. I never ask anything
from the county and I never give the county anything.” Burnet was
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the law in Charleston — he held court and imposed fines when and
where he pleased.

By 1881, the mines in the area began to fill with water and
with this, the once bright and prosperous future of Charleston and
Millville began to fade. In May 1886, the Tombstone Mill and Mining
Co.”s concentrating works were dismantled. Plans were made to move
these works and the entire smelter to Tombstone.

On Oct. 28, 1888, the post office at Charleston was closed,
though the town still contained a number of stores, hotels and private
residences, for all intents and purposes, Charleston ceased to exist as
a community. By 1889, the town basically had been dismantled, and
only a few structures remained. Millville suffered the same fate.

Contention City

Contention City is located n Cochise County, three miles north
of Fairbank and east of the San Pedro River. The camp was established
as Contention City on Apr. 6, 1880, with John McDermott as
Postmaster. On Nov. 28, 1888, the Post Office was closed when the
town was abandoned. A Wells Fargo Station was established in 1885.

One story has it that Hank Williams, a prospector, was among
the thousands of miner who flocked to Tombstone when word got
around that Ed Schieffelin struck it rich.

Williams set up his camp headquarters near the Schieffelin
camp. One night, one of Williams’ mules got loose and wandered
away. As Williams trailed his wandering mule, he noted that the
dragging halter chain was scraping metallic ore. Sensing that he might
have found something, he immediately staked claim on his findings.

When he heard of the new claim, Richard Gird who was a
close friend of Ed Schieffelin, hotly contested this claim. At long
last, Gird and Schieffelin succeeded in buying out Williams, but not
until after a heated argument. As a direct result of this argument, the
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