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Louise Fenn, bom in Pomcrone, Arjz. on N{arch2i,7921
to Alvah and Camen Forster Fenn, was deliveredby midrvife
Rosetta Scott. Louise was one of 14 children, 1l ofwhom suryived
to adulthood. Herparents had come from Mexico during the
revolution there, and were married in Douglas in 1910-

Louise tells her story:
"\\41en I was a y€ar old, my parents moved to Fort

Huachuca where my father was hired by the U.S. Govemment to
operate thc falm and dairy on the foft. Two years later, they moved
to Mesa.

"I grew up in Mesa when there were only four LDS wards,
four paved roads, no coolers (only fans for cooling), swimming
was done in a canal or at the irrigation pumps. One could go to tie
city pool that charged ten cents. We could mn to the comer
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Stories of some
Cochise County Ghost Towns

(Thefollowing article is a patlial repri t ofJeanne L. Graham:s
publication in the Spring 1976 Cochise Quatlerly. The quarterl! is
cu/Tently aut ofprint, but a complete copy is on file at the CCHS
research library, 1401 D A\,e., Douglas, AZ,85607.)

There are an infinite variety ofghosttowns which dor the landscape
in Cochise County, all of which arc interesting in their own way.
Some have died compietely, and all traces have been washed away
with the passing of time. There are a few that have a1l but vanished
and nolv seem to be finding a new life, i.e., Gleason. Then there are
those that should have died, but werejust too "tough" and today live
on with perhaps reduced mining populations, but with a citizenry of
an entirely diffelent mindset, i.e., Tombstone and Bisbee. Millville
is gone, but Charieston can still be located by a few remaining
buildings.

Charleston and Millville

Charleston is located in Cochise County dne miles southwest
of Tombstone. The post office was established as CharLeston on April
17, i879, u.ith Charles D. Handy designated as Postmast€r. Postal
service was discontinued on Oct. 24, 1888. A Wells Fargo Station
was founded in 1885.

In 1716, Pa&e Luis Velarde described the San Pedro fuver
valiey as aflat land, interspersed with hills.Its climate was temperate
and healthy. The surrounding hills were covered with mesquite,
shnibs, poplars, willows, tama sks, walnuts and many thickets could
be found along the river. The San Pedro contained catfish and smaller
fish; other fauda included lions, bears, wildcats, fox, deer and rabbits.
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The area was familiar to Ed Schieffelin, prospector. The
abandoned Brunckow mine was in this area, and this was one ofthe
mines he worked in 1877. That same year, Schieffelin made his own
silvl-r strike. He didn't realize the silver ore he found would be
responsible for the creation of six towns along the bants ofthe San
Pedro: Contentioo, Grand Central, Fairbank, Emory City, Cha.leston
and Millville, and Tombstone, the mining center a few miles east.

Ed Schieffelin shared his find with his brother Al and a mutual
friend, fuchard Gird, both of whom were experienced miners. On
Apr. 9, 1878, the Tombstone Mining Distdctwas officiaily recorded
by the three men. They made agreements with Joln S. Vosburg,
Arson P.K. Safford, and Phillip and George Corbin for financing the
development of the mines they discovered in the area, also for the
construction ofthe reduction mills that ilcluded ten-stamp and fifteen-
stamp mills.

Richard Gird was to direct the construction ofthe ten-stamp
mill and the Tombstone Mill and Mining Co. whose claims were the
Toughr:lut, Goodenough, Westside and Defense. The fifteen-stamp
mill was to be operated by the Corbin Mill and Mining Co., which
owned the Lucky Cuss, Owl's Nest, Owl's Last Toot, Eastside, and
Tribute, claims. Gird also realized the impo ance of having good
roads between the mines and mills. To secure financing for this
projecl, he gave intercsts inhis mines and reduction works to each of
his paltne$.

Because there was no water at Tombstone to work the
reduction facilities, a new town and mill site was €stablished on the
banks of the San Pedro River some eight miles from the mine
locations. The site for the Corbin Mill and Mining Co. was also chosen
a shofi distance fiom the Tombstone Mill. lt cost an estimated $20,000
to excavate for the foundations of the mill because solid rock was
discoveredjust beneath the topsoil. The mi1l was steam-driven and
had fifteen stamps. Richard Gird made a tip to San Francisco to buy
the reduction equipment needed for both mills from Hincky, Spears

mme of Tlree-finger Jack Dunlap. The object of this gang was to
rob the express car ofthepayrolls when it made its usual top to pick
up passengers at Fairbant.

The plan designed by the leaders ofthe gang seemed simple
enough, but rhere was one catch that the gang hadn't planned on -
the guard was Jeff Milton. Just who was JeffMilton? Well, it,s like
this, he was fhe best guard the railroad had. He was a deadly shot
with his guns.

Milton refused to cooperate with the robbers by handing over
the palroll. In the short volley of fire that followed, Three-linger
Jack was wounded, as was JeffMilton who suffered a badly shattered
a-Tn.

Miitonrealized his wound was serious, and that not only was
he losing a great deal ofblood, but was in danger of passing out at
ary time, So. He opened the opposite door of the milroad car and
gave the key to the lock box a toss. The shots quiclly attracted the
attention ofthe townspeople who came on the run to see what the
shooting as all about.

Forced to abandon their robbery attempt, the Owen brothers,
Bmvo and Brown quickly lashed their wounded companion to his
horse and made a hasty exit. The next day, the posse found Jack
somemiles liom the scene ofthe robbery where his companions had
1eft him. Jack lived long enough to confess his crime.

Jeff Milton was rushed to a hospital in San Francisco for
treataent- When he was told that his alm would have to be amputated,
he loudly protested and said that he would kill the man who did it.
His arm was not removed, and finally he was able regain partial use
of it.

Today, Fairbank is a quiet little railroad to\ln with a counfy
store, a post office and a few houses. (As of 1976.)
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The main theme of this camp was brotherly love, which was
practiced every day. They took nothing in retum for their deeds.
Many a prospector owes his second chance to this cult's practices.

After Donnelly died, the members of the cult remained
together for several yea , but when the mine closed, they disbanded
in search ofwork.

Fairbank

Fairbank is located in Cochise County ten miles west of
Tombstone on Arizona Highway 82. The post office was established
as Fairbank on May 16, 1883, rvith John Descafi appointed as
Postmaster.

The Wells Fargo Station was established in I 8 85. Long before
the white man had settled this arca, this site was an Indial village
called "Santa Cruz."

The mining camp was given the name in honor of N.D.
Fairbank, a Chicago merchant who otganized the Grand Central
Mining Co. of Tombstone. When the tourn was settled in 1882, it
seNed as an important railroad supply point and a stage terlninal for
mail and express.

Tl-e businesses that could be lound here were: a leam quartz
mill, aWells Fargo Express Office, a meat market, a grocery store, a
geneml store, restawants and saloons.

Perhaps one of the lesser-known events that took place at
Fairbank occu:red in February 1900, when the notorious Billy Stiles-
Bu11 Alvord gang attempted a robbery of the railrcad express car
here.

The gang was made up ofthe Owen brothers, a man by the
name ofBrown, Bravo Hom and a particularly bad desperado by the

and Hays olthe Fulton Foundry. On Jan. 17, 1880, the mills stuock
their first blow on L.ucky Cuss ore. On Jan 3 I , the first bullion ftom
the Corbin Mill and Mining Co. was shipped.

While in San Francisco, Mr. Gird also puchased a complete
sawmill. This was sent by ship around the Cape San Lucas and up
the Gulf of Califomia to Yuma. At Yuma, the cargo was transfered
to wagons and caried to the mill site in the Huachuca Mountains.
The site chosen for the sawmill was 12 miles away from the stamp
mills and seven miles south ofthe junction ofthe Babocomari Creek
and San Pedro River. The mill was constructed and operated by John
Mccloskey and William K. Gird fRichard Gird's brother]. It was
firstestima{ed that 10,000 feet oflumber a day couldbe realized,but
in reality, only 6,000 to 8,000 feet could be shipped, and then ohly at
great expense.

The Corbin Mill and Mining Co. was established on the
opposite side ofthe San Pedro River from the Tombstone Mlll and
Mining Co. OnMay 26, 1879, apost office was opened for this little
communify called Nlillville. A year later, the post otlce was closed
and the Charleston Post Office handled all postal services.

On Oct. 28. 1878. Amos W. Stowe filled a claim for 160
acres for the pu.pose of agriculture and grazing. By Feb.l, I 879, he
hired A.J- Mitchell, civil engineer, suNeyor and assayer of the
Tombstone mining Distdct, to survei a new towl site on this claim
to be called Charleston.

The San Pedro River separated the tor.ns, and supplied rvater
fordomesticuse and for the Millvilleworks. The rivetwas normally
easv to cross, but during the months of July and August it could
flood witlout waming and crossing would be dangerous. After several
townspeople and thel animals had b€€n swept away, and after cross-
dver communications had been cut off, residents requested a bridge
be built between the two communitics. In November t881, the 160-
foot bridge was completed, iocated directly across from the
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Tombstone Mill and Mining Co. office.
Many changes were taking place along the San Pedro during

the sixmonths flom December 1878 to May 1879. From the uncleared
mesquite jungl€s grew new communities. People flocked into the
area until a population of three to four hundred was realized.
Charleston contained approximately 40 buildings, with adobe
stluctures rcplacing canvas shanties. Twenty-six blockswith 16 lots
to the block had been surveyed. Streets running north to south were
80 feet wide, while the east to west blocks were 50 feet wide. Lots
were leased for a three-year period to anyone who wanted to live
there. There was no charge for the lease, butmany people with leases
sold thefu rights on speculation to latecomers.

With the mills inoperation, Ed Schieffelin and Judge Bidwell
allived in Tucson on June 16, 1879 with a shipment of eight bars of
bullion valued at 13,744.50. The bullion was consigned to a Govemor
Safford of Philadelphia, Pa.

Early businesses were established, and all the necessary
entities to forma booming camp accumulated fast: the U.S. Deputy
Collector of Customs was stationed at Charl€ston, the U.S. Army
made Charleston ih headquarters for the telegraph and ha couriers to
Camp Huachuca, 15 miles away. The post office had been established
in April of 1879, but by August complaints against the postmaster
were lodged.

The August 29, 1879 Arizona Cilbex published these
complaints:

"Several complaints have been made conceming carcless
delivery of mails at the Charleston Post OfTice. We understand that
the Post Master is very intemperate and thebusiness ofthe office is
conducted in a vely reprehensible manner. This should not be tolerated
by the people there. . . .Appoint a sober man who will condoct your
business carefully and pronptly, and both you and we will feel better."
Albefi T. Gottlell was subsequently appointed and held thejob for
tbur years.
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Sunnyside

Sunnyside is located in Cochise County approximately 15
miles southq€st of Fort Huachuca. The post offrce was established
at Sunnyside on July 16, 1914, and discontirued on March 15, 1934.

The Copper Glance Mine, located high in the .Huachuca
Mountains, once supported what was Arizona's most unusual minillg
camp. Instead ofthe rowdy, rough-and-tough mining camp, this was
a community devoted to hymn singing, Bible reading and brotherly
love-

The founder was Samuel Donnelly and one story has it that
before receiving his calling, he was a patron of the San Francisco
watefiont bars.

After receiving his call ing. he came lo Tonbslone in 1887,
relocated the Copper Glance Mine, and became the preacher and
leade. ofthe cult known as Donnellites. This cult was not affiliated
with any denomination nor did they ad!ocate any theological dogmas.
The word ofthe Bible sewed a both a guide and as inspiration.

Members ofthis cult lived as one large family, the men worked
the mine and pool€d together all the funds taken in and this wasused
for the entire community. Each family lived in their own cabin, but
took thei. meals in the community kitchen that was operated by the
women of the camp. All prcvisions and supplies ha to be packed in
over the mountains from either Tombstone or Fairbanl.

To assure the success ofthis camp, everyone contributed his
or her talents and/ot skills for the betterment ofthe camp. At thc end
of the day when the work was done, all the members of the cult
rrould congregate to listen to "Brother" Donnelly speak or else join
in singing hymns.
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mine was named "Contention." Dudng the latter part of 1879, the
town site was surveyed and laid out for appfoximately one-halfmile
beside the east bank ofthe San Pedro.

Some former San Francisco Vigilantes who tolerated no
foolishness founded this community. Soon this camp becam€ a
bustling conmunity of over one thousand sober, God-fearing and
industrious citizens that included ten Amedcan ladies who arrived
with their husbands.

Businesses found in Contention City included a saloon that
was owned and oporated by John McDemott, the WestemHotel, a
mercantile house, a blacksmith shop, a dairy, a meat market and a
Chinese laundry. The Kinnear Stage Lino and the Ohnesorgen and
Walker StageLine served this tlriving community by providing daily
passenger service from Tucson and Tombstone.

There is no indication in either fact or fiction as to whether or
not Contention City was ever a wiLd and./or tough town. About the
only indication ofany serious fouble came after a local altercation
was settled by Mayor Clifton, who donned his authoritativejudicial
robes and held court in John McDermott's saloon.

When the mill and mine closed, Contention City became a
bading cent€r for lanchers and farmers who lived nearby. Because
they felt secure in their holdings, the farmers invested heavily in
inigation systems.

When Congress validated th€ Babocomari Grant at the turr
of the cenlury, the town site became the pmperty of the Boquillas
Land and Cattle Co. The townsmet fought for their property rights,
as did the farmers, but lost their appeal to tie Supreme Court and
were dispossessed without receiving anything for their investment.
The town was then completely abandoned.

ln January 1880, the Ohnesorgen and Walker Stage Line
extended service fiorn Tombstone to Charleston with the addition of
an elegant four-horse Concord Coach. The stage line would pick up
the bars ofbullion from the Tombstone and Corbin mills and take
them to the Wells Fargo office in Tucson to be forwarded to
Philadelphia. They also received a conlract in February L 880, to carry
the mail to Tombstone with tri-weekly service to Huachuca via
Tombstone and Charleston.

The Stilwell and Dremen Stage Line was established in
January 1880. They formed a route fiom Charleston to Patagonia
that ran every other day at a cost of $4 one-way, or $7 round-trip.

By August 1380, the lngram & Co. Stage Line baveled via
Mccreary's ranch on the Babocomari Creek to Charleston and
Tombstone on a tri-\reekly basis on the off days of the Ohnesorgen
and Waker Line-

A veteran freighter, C. "Ham" Light, owner of the Arizona
Tnnsportation Co. had the contract for hauling ore from the mines
to the mills. His wagons were pullod by sixteen-mule teams, each
team drawing about twelve and a halftons at a cost ofapproximately
$3 per ton.

By March 1880, the Southem Pacific Railroad had been
completed to Tucson. The people of Tombstone wanted railway
service via a branch lifle by which to get the rich ore lo the market
quicker. The SP did not complete their plans for a branch line for
several years. Consequently, all passenge$ had to leave the tlain at
Fairbank and complete ftefu joumey by stagecoach.

Neither Charleston nor Millville had abank or newspaper.
The Charleston schoolhouse was a small, unpainted frame

structure covered with moming glories and surounded by mesquite
trees. The schoolwas located one-eighth ofa mile westofthe center
of towr. Inside, the pupils sat four to a bench. Each pupil had his
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own homemade desk with the smaller pupi Is sitting in the front seats.
Judge J.S. Wood, Superintendent of Public Instruction,

appointed Selwl,'Ir W. Wood, Walter B. Scott and Jack Swart as
trustees to the Charleston School Dist ct, No. 10. The hrst recorded
teacher at Charleston was H.E. Withercpoon. Miss Ella Foy was the
next teacher at the school. She received her ter torial certificate in
February 1886, from the Honorable B.L. Peel, County Supedntendent
ofPublic Schools.

Little mention is made ofany church services being conducted
in either community, though the Tombstone Epitaph mentions an
itinerant prcacher going to Charleston to hold services on Sunda,
retruning to Tombstone on Monday.

After the init ial population and building boom, the
conrnunities settled down with a frontier town's requisite murders
and shootings. One such incident happened in 1882, in the affair of
the Tombstone Mill and Mining Co. Mr. M.R. Peel, a mining engineer,
was sitting in the office talking with three friends, when suddenly
the door was flung open and two gunmen lued at Peel. He siumped
over dcad. No attempt was made to harm Peel's companions or to
rob the office. The assassins' deed was accomplished and they fled
into the night. Because no motive could be found for this cold-blooded
murder, it was recorded in the books as an attempted robbery.

Many colorful characters rcamed the sheets ofthe two raining
towns. One such pe$on was Justice Jim Bumett who ruled the wild
river camp during the early 80s. His salary was a hxed percentage of
the revenues received from fines. During his term in office, he fi1ed
only one quarterly rcport to the Board of Supervisors at Tombstone.
It included a demand for $380 from the county due him ftom unpaid
fees. When notified that the board had cut the amount, he replied,
"Hereafter, the justice court of Charleston precinct will look after
itself." Only once did the county attempt to audit his books. He greeted
the men an said, "This I a self-sustaining office. I never ask an)4hing
from the county and I never gil e the county an)thing." Burnet was

the 1aw in Charleston - he held cout and imposed hnes when and
where he pleased.

By 1881, the mines in the area began to fiil with water and
11ith this, the once bright and prosperous future of Charleston and
Miliville began to fade. In May I 8 86, the Tombstone Mill and Mining
Co.'s concenh ating works were dismantlcd. Plans were made to move
these works and the entire smelter to Tombstone.

On OcL 28, 1888, the post office at Charleston was closed,
though the town still contained a number ofstores, hotels and pdvate
residences, for all intents andpurposes. Charleston ceased to existas
a community. By 1889, the town basically had been dismantied, and
only a few stlr.rctures remained. Millville suffered the same fat€.

.Contention Ciry

Cortention City is iocated n Cochise County, tkee miles nofih
ofFairbank and east ofthe San Pe&o River. The camp was established
as Contention City on Apr. 6, 1880, with John McDermott as
Postmaste.. On Nov. 28, 1888, the Post Office was closed when the
towr was abandoned. A Wells Fargo Station was established in 1885.

One story has itthatHantWilliams, a prospector, was among
the thousands of miner who flocked to Tombstone when word sot
arcund that Ed Schieffelin struck it rich.

Williams set up his camp headquarters near the Schieffelin
camp. One night, one of Williams' mules got loose and wandered
away. As Williams trailed his wandering mule, he noted that the
diagging halter chain was scraping metallic ore. Sensing that he might
have found something, he immediately staked claim on his findings.

When he heard of the new claim, fuchard Gird who was a
close friend of Ed Schieffelin, hotly contested this claim. At long
last, Gird and Schieffelin succeeded in buying out Williams, but not
urtil after a heated argument. As a direct result ofthis argument, the
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